































































































































































































Bush Blows It In Sudan

Continued from page 63

ual practices ... Likewise, if one imi-
tates the practices of non-Muslims in
their prayers, etc. It will be considered
an act of apostasy.”

In her book In The Lions Den: A
Shocking Account of Persecution And
Martyrdom Of Christians Today & How
We Should Respond (Broadman &
Holman; 1997), Nina Shea, who today
is director of the Center For Religious
Freedom, reports that in Sudan, in May
of 1995, “soldiers in uniform summari-
ly executed twelve men, women and
children at Lobonok for refusing to con-
vert to Islam ... In August 1995, five
Nuban women were sentenced to death
for apostasy or abandoning Islam.”

In their book By Their Blood:
Christian Martyrs Of The 20th Century
(Baker Book House; 1988), James and
Mart Hefley tell how, in 1881, the
“Muslim fanatic” Muhammed Ahmad led
a revolt of dervishes who, among other
atrocities, slit the throat of an Austrian
tailor in front of his wife because he was
“making the sign of the cross.”

In his book Warriors Of The Prophet:
The Struggle For Islam (Westview Press;
1999), Mark Hubbard quotes Baha al-
Din Hnafi, director of Sudan President
Bashir’s political department, as saying:
“I think Sudan is an Islamic model. The
West will never find a better Islamic
model with which to conduct a dialogue
... the West will never find a more ratio-
nal political Islam than in Sudan.”

In testimony before the House
Africa Subcommittee (5/13/03), the
State  Department’s Walter H.
Kansteiner III reported “substantial
progress” towards a “lasting peace” in
Sudan. He said he was “under no illu-
sions” regarding the challenges ahead.
And what might be some “substantial
achievements” to date? Well, the “secu-
rity issue” remains “very difficult,” he
said. “That’s one we’re really going to
have to work on in these next six
weeks.” The “security issue” is, of
course, the war!

When asked about what started
this Holy War — the government of
Sudan’s attempt to force Islamic law
(sharia) on those who don’t want it —
Kansteiner said this was “one of the
last nitty-gritty issues” but “an agree-
ment” had been reached on “religious
liberties” for the South. The question
of whether sharia would be imposed
on the 2,000,000 non-Muslims in
Khartoum, however, was still a ques-
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tion “on the table.”

But, Kansteiner is under an illusion
and, sad to say, President Bush seems to
share this illusion. And the pernicious
and dangerous illusion they are under is
the notion that “peace” in the Sudan can
be achieved by signing a piece of paper
with radical, genocidal, Islamist terror-
ists who have already broken every
agreement they have signed.

The jihad/Holy War in Sudan —
with more than 2,000,000 people dead
— has been a bloodbath which Ken
Isaacs, International Director of
Projects, Samaritan’s Purse, notes is the
equivalent of one World Trade Center
attack every week for 13 years. And
whether there’s a “peace treaty” or the
war resumes, President Bush and his
State Department have, up to now,
blown it. They should have sought a
victory over the government of Sudan
by supplying those fighting this gov-
ernment with whatever military equip-
ment they needed.

In a speech to the Herilage
Foundation on 22 November 02,
Kansteiner said, however, that “both
sides realize that neither can win mili-
tarily.” But, once again, Kansteiner is
wrong. In an interview, Steven Wondu,
U.S. representative of the good guys,
the Sudanese People’s Liberation
Movement (SPLM), says, yes, that with
military aid his forces could achieve
“regime change” in the north among
those who otherwise “have not
changed, they cannot change and will
never change.” He says that with such
aid, the north could have been defeated
“a long time ago.”

Deng Leek, Secretary Of Planning
And Development for the SPLM agrees.
He tells me: “Oh, yeah, definitely, 100
percent, absolutely” they could have
defeated the north if given the neces-
sary military hardware. He adds: “We’re
defeating them now with most of our
weapons captured from them ... the
only way is to defeat them militarily ...
Efforts to get a peace treaty have been a
waste of time.” Heavy armaments have
been supplied to the government of
Sudan by: Iraq; Iran (battle tanks); and
Russia (armored combat vehicles, how-
itzers, mortars, Mig-29s and Mi-24s).

James A. Phillips, Research Fellow
in Middle Eastern Studies at the
Heritage Foundation, says: “By short-
changing the Sudanese opposition’s
need for external military aid, an even-
handed policy focused on achieving a
diplomatic settlement plays into the
hands of Sudan’s dictator, Omar al-
Bashir. The problemn is not just ending
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the civil war but ending the Sudanese
government’s genocidal policies, and it
is not likely that this can be accom-
plished without a change of regime.”

It Liberia, Why Not Sudan?

In his book Sword Of Islam: Muslim
Extremism From Arab Conquests To
The Attack On America (Prometheus
Books; 2002), John J. Murphy, Jr. also
advocates militarily aiding the [ree-
dom fighters in southern Sudan:
“[This] would bolster the govern-
ments of Kenya and Tanzania in the
face of renewed terrorism such as they
faced in 1998 with the bombings of
the U.S. embassies. Indeed, it is time
that we began to realize the impor-
tance of this region of East Africa in
our war against militant Islam
because, like it or not, we are at war —
if we did not declare it, Osama bin
Laden certainly has.”

Well, amen! And at least one U.S.
Congressman is ready to support such
military aid. In an interview, Rep. Tom
Tancredo (R-Colo.) — noting the Bush
Administration’s focus on Liberia —
says: “If you're going to start listing
the countries where we have a moral
obligation to intervene, what hap-
pened to Sudan? The situation in
Liberia is horrible. But, the horrible
situation in Sudan has been going on
for at least 30 years!”

Noting that he trusts “nothing the
State Department tells me, nothing,”
Tancredo says “absolutely,” that if
peace talks fail, as he believes they will,
he will propose military aid for the
Sudanese freedom fighters and recogni-
tion of them as a separate country.

As we go to press, (quoting from AP)
“Sudan’s government and the country’s
main rebel group resumed talks Tuesday
[7 October] aimed at ending a 20-year
civil war. ...

The talks are scheduled to last until
October 25th ... ”

Persecution Project Foundation’s con-
tact information: PO. Box 1327,
Culpeper, VA 22701; tel. 540.341.8578;
toll-free tel.: 1.888.201.5245; fax:
540.341.4722; e-mail: info@persecution-
project.org; website: www.persecution-
project.org .

For more than 30 years John Lofton has
covered national politics and cultural/veli-
gious issues as a journalist, nationally syn-
dicated columnist, TV-radio commenta-
tor/analyst and political advisor. He can be
reached at: E-mail: JLof@aol.com . ®
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